Statement by Six Australians of the Year on Plain
Packaging

Call on all political parties to affirm support for plain
tobacco packaging

Prescription drugs which save lives and promote health are stored in dispensaries and sold in plain
packs with only the drug name and dosage information. Tobacco products, which kill 15,000
Australians each year, are sold in attractive boxes designed to maximise their appeal, particularly to
young smokers.

Legislation for plain tobacco packaging removes one of the tobacco industry’s last remaining means

to promote their products in appealing ways. This measure is recommended by health authorities as a
key part of our national tobacco control program to accelerate the decline in smoking and save many
lives.

The tobacco industry’s current campaign shows how effective they believe plain packaging will be at
reducing tobacco consumption.

They are also concerned that this ground-breaking political action will lead to similar legislation in
other countries which have historically looked to us for leadership in reducing tobacco use. Over
time, global plain packaging could save millions of lives.

Smoking has declined from nearly 70% of men and 30% of women in the early 1960s to less than
17% today. Tobacco manufacturers’ and retailers’ interests in maintaining high smoking levels to
maximise sales have thus been very properly subordinated to concerns to promote community health.

We condemn the tobacco industry’s cynical campaign and call on all political parties to commit
themselves unequivocally to supporting legislation on plain packaging as part of a comprehensive
approach to reducing the devastating toll of death and disease caused by smoking.

Professors Peter Doherty (Australian of the Year 1997), Sir Gustav Nossal (Australian of the Year
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